
Paul Newman 
(University of Birmingham)

Orlando-fest
Thurs 16 Feb 2023

Orlando and Physics in 
Birmingham



1972-75: BA Physics 
& Philosophy, Merton 
College, Oxford

Early years



1975-8: MSc Birmingham:
K0bar interactions in 
K-p at 8.25 GeV

1978-80: Return to Venezuela
(Puerto Ordaz)

1980-82: PhD Birmingham:
Strangeonium production and X* 
production in K-p at 8.25 GeV

Early years



Double Diamond?

“Double Diamond is the
preferred tipple for

Prince Philip”
[Daily Express]



An early sighting in Birmingham (1981)



An early sighting in Birmingham (1981)



An early sighting in Birmingham (1981)



Departure and Return to Birmingham
1982-84: PDRA, Imperial
College London

1984: Research Fellow, 
Birmingham
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38 Years Later …- Apart from 2 CERN associateships, 
Orlando has been here ever since

- Last-standing heavy ion physicist on 
particle physics corridor

- West 319 will never be the same again!



38 Years Later …- Apart from 2 CERN associateships, 
Orlando has been here ever since

- Last-standing heavy ion physicist on 
particle physics corridor

- West 319 will never be the same again!

“If a cluttered desk is a sign of a
cluttered mind, what then is an

empty desk a sign of?” 
[Albert Einstein]



Major contribution 1: Science Outputs

Described elsewhere this afternoon, but at a personal level …

Many excellent conversations about diffraction and more,
including increasingly searching questions on background

treatments



Major contribution 1: Science Outputs
… pushing back the boundaries

as far as the data allow …

Using forward neutrons to resolve
ambiguities in coherent J/Y

production in PbPb

Using angular distributions to extract
spin density matrix elements



Major contribution 1: Science Outputs

Central Diffraction in 
ALICE in Run 3

O. Villalobos Baillie for the ALICE collaboration
University of Birmingham

LHC Forward Physics and Diffraction Meeting
CERN 17th December 2019

- Convening could sometimes be a thankless organisational task in a world 
of increasingly ageing theorists discussing Regge poles etc …

- Orlando could always be relied upon to ensure ALICE was represented and 
to say something new and interesting… 

…and now for something 
completely different…

17 December 2019 O. Villalobos Baillie - LHC Forward Physics Meeting 2



Major contribution 1: Science Outputs



Major contribution 2: Conferences
- Orlando had a long-standing involvement with the 
‘Strangeness in Quark Matter’ Conference series

- Member of International Organising Committee several times. 

- Had to host it in B’ham eventually … July 2013 (OVB as chair)



SQM 2013 (Birmingham)

Huge contribution to growth 
of a major conference series

1994: Crete, 40 (incl OVB)

2013: Birmingham,
170 from 25 countries

2022: South Korea, 372



SQM 2013 (Birmingham)

Evidence 
that I

participated



3 months later, (despite some health issues)

17 Birmingham colleagues visited 
Anju et al in Jammu for 

conference and summer school 



Jammu 2013

Orlando, please upload your slides

Opening session from
the summer school

component



Orlando’s input to DIS’17

Orlando told me everything I needed to know to host a big 
conference in Birmingham, how to advertise, where to get 

money etc …

Originally named
‘Program and Local 
Organisation Panel’ 

(PLOP)



DIS’17: Where’s Orlando?
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DIS’17: Where’s Orlando?

Also missing from 
the ~400 ‘official’

conference photos?!?

… except for one …



… except for one …



Major contribution 3: PhD supervision

1983: Roger Jones
1984: Mary Trainor
1988: David Evans
1989: Richard Barnes
1990: Chris Doddenhoff
1990: Steve Clewer
1991: Andy Bayes
1992: Paul Davies
1995: Keith Norman
1996: Mark Venables
1995: Brian Earl
1996: Mike Thompson
2000: Rory Clarke
2002: Richard Platt

2004: Daniel Tapia Takaki
2007: Zoe Matthews
2009: Plamen Petrov
2011: Graham Lee
2014: Kay Graham
2017: Oliver Jevons
2018: Simone Ragoni

Not to mention lots of informal 
supervision of many others

Incredibly patient and endlessly 
helpful

… Orlando the supervision machine!

On WA/NA Experiments On ALICE



Orlando’s students: where are they now?

1983: Roger Jones à Head of Physics, University of Lancaster
1984: Mary Trainor à CERN à Scientific Civil Service 
1988: David Evans à CERN à Academic, Birmingham
1989: Richard Barnes à Tessella
1990: Chris Doddenhoff
1990: Steve Clewer
1991: Andy Bayes
1992: Paul Davies à Tessella à Morgan Stanley
1995: Keith Norman à Tessella à Quantum Computing, Oxford
1996: Mark Venables
1995: Brian Earl
1996: Mike Thompson
2000: Rory Clarke à Uni Texas à Daresbury (Clara)
2002: Richard Platt
2004: Daniel Tapia Takaki à Academic, Kansas University
2007: Zoe Matthews à Teaching physics, Abingdon
2009: Plamen Petrov à FPGA prog’ing (Omnivision, Brussels)
2011: Graham Lee à PDRA, Rutherford Lab
2014: Kay Graham à Volunteering
2017: Oliver Jevons à PDRA, Glasgow
2018: Simone Ragoni à PDRA, Creighton, USA

(Work in progress)



Major Contribution 4: PG Teaching
Orlando’s lectures to PG students began in 1993.
The audience that year contained:

Ian Brawn
Paul Davies
Mark Pearce 
… and Paul Newman.

2 sets of lectures … Each 10 hours (though initially somewhat shorter)
1) Particle Physics II: Global symmetries, groups …
2) Deep inelastic scattering
and later …
3) Triggers for Particle Physics

Number of students increased in later years due to remote connections 
from Warwick, Nottingham, Leicester, Bristol - MPAGS

Orlando continues to teach 1) 
Roman took over 3) in 2022
I took over 2) in 2022 … in principle … though I could not attract students

quite as well as Orlando …



Teaching Deep Inelastic Scattering 1993



Teaching Deep Inelastic Scattering 2021

Observation 1: Pressure to digitize successfully resisted 
Observation 2: Handwriting improved
Observation 3: Expectations of the students decreased



Teaching 
Group Theory

in 2022



Teaching Group Theory in 2022: Lecture 1

Digitised!



Teaching Group Theory 2022: Most of the rest

Not so digitised!



Teaching Group Theory 2022: Most of the rest

- Reams of meticulously researched, carefully written, notes
- A subject Orlando clearly enjoys enormously
- Good luck with the continuation (and the book???) 



Some of my notes from Group Theory (1993)

****

***

First page Last page



Some of my notes from the DIS course (1993)
- Surprisingly neat!

- Orlando clearly taught
me everything I know
on the subject.

- Little did either of 
us know that I would
still be doing this stuff
30 years later. 

… generations of students 
are grateful for Orlando’s 

unique insights and 
thoughtfulness in how to 

convey them 



But what became of Double Diamond?



But what became of Double Diamond?

Last brewed in 2003



2022: CMS PPS Roman pot Cerenkov 
radiator timing detectors



Congratulations on getting to this point
Enjoy your retirement (and please don’t stop!)

Thank you Orlando!


